Knifeworld
85 Bears/Nitkowski
93 Feet East, London
* Something weird and wonderful is happening in
Brick Lane loright. Thene may be painfully trendy
dance mursic blasting ol in the horribly humid bar
ouitsicke, but inside the rnasen hall thene s an authentic riot
of discord and angular guitar abuse going an, as first
Mithorerski and then BS Bears do their best to pave the
squewking prog rock way for lonight's headiners.
Students of the Don Caballero school of brain-metting
angularity and rhythme that jar, judder and jiggery-poke
you in the cerebral corten, bath of these bands could do
with a bil more in the way of stagecraft and charisma, but
the noises they make ane both thrilling and deliciously
unsettling, as time signatunes, lempos and clashing
chartds are threnn into two disting but undeniablye
related melting pots of left-held craziness.

H you've ever thiilled to the sounds of Cardiacs, Guapo |
or The Maonsoon Bassoon, you may already be (amiiar
with Fawus Torabi and his wickedly imentive masteny of
lhe six-string, but Knifeworld are a very different
propasition from anything the lnge-haired one has
achieved in the past Formed to perform the gloriously |
idisynoratic and ambitious alburm = Buried Alone: Tales
Q.. - that Torabi has recorded alrmost entirely on his
e, they take to the stage in a dizzying blur of kghts,
projections and howling feedback, launching into the
hypnotic clanging: of opener Sigled Oud For Batleny:

A, glorious cacophory of noise, meody and visual
mischict, they sound like Hawkwind locking drugraddied
hoens with Methingfiaco-era Veivod with seles provided by
Steve Hackett, while The Residents conchuct haughtily
from a hovering gitterball platform. It borders on the
owervhclming and is manifestly, joyously brillant, |

Frea to take centrestage, Torabi makes for a compelling
focal poimt. Mot the most overthy brash of frontmen, he l

sy ke it plan ot this fantarstic musc revoives
arered him, and Fes well-diilled eolleagmses sosrm mone
than content to be drageed along by their leader's
irresistibbe creative charisma. Songs like The Wietched
Fathoms, Unwreckaged and the stunning Ae To The
Futusre Of Yo sound 25 uniguely wild and intricatein the
fleh a5 they do on record, but there are extra layers of
hiss, fizz and ambience floating in the atmosphene tanight
that enabie Knifeworld to side-step the fact that hardly
anyone here is Eamiliar with thesr music. Every song s
greeled like a long-Jost friend, and the band respond by
genily cranking up the intensity of their pedormance,
Hanirg spent the last few years playing guitar with the
Cardiacs, Kavus Tarabi knows all about responding to
devotional croweds, and if he and Knifeworld can maintain
this level of electrifying conviction, they may wedl be able
to carve oul asimilarky lasting legacy, Could Knifeworld
b waur rewy Tavourite band? Daon'l bat against it,

Dxm Lowson
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Knifeworld
85 Bears/Nitkowski
93 Feet East,London
* Something weird and wanderful is happening in
Erick Lane tonight. These may be panfully trendy
dance imwsic blasting out in the hoeribly humid bar
cutsithe, bt irvsiche the main hall theve 5 an authéntic riot
ol discond mdl angular guitar abuse going on, as first
Mitkonikl and thien BS Baars do therr best to pave the
saprwvking progs rock wary for tonight's headiiners.
Stuckents of the Don Caballero school of brain-meftmg
oty i rivthms that jar, judder and jigeesy-pole
youd i the cerebral cortex, bath of these bands could do
wtln o bl imore in the way of slagecrafi and charisma, but
thas rlses ey make are both thrilling and defsciouchy
Lt i, o time signatures, tempas and clashing
¢ horchy e Bheown into fwo dirstinct but undeniably
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camiply rrakess f plain that this fantastic music revoles
around him, and his well-drilled colleagues sesm morne
than content to be drageed along by their leader's
resisiible creative charisma. Songs like The Wietched
Fathoms, Linwreckaged and the stunning Me To The
Festwre OF You sound as uraguely wild and intricate in the
flesh as they do onrecond, but there are extra leyers of
hiss, fizz and ambience floating in the atmesphere tonight
oo, thery take to the stage in a dizzying blur of kghis, that enable Knifeworkd Lo side-step the fact that handly
projections and howling feedback, launching into the armyone here is tamiliar with their music. Every song is
Inypnotic clanging of opentr Singled Out For Batlery. | Erected ke along-lost friend, and the band respond by
A glorious cacophony of noise, melody and visual ‘ gently cranking up the intersity of their performance.
mischief, they sound like Hawkwind locking drug-addied Having spent the st few years playing guitar with the
horns with Nothingfoce-era Vioivod with solos provided by | Cardiacs, Kanus Torabi knows 3 about responding to

H you've e thrilled 1o the sounds of Cardiacs, Guapo
or The Mensoon Bassoon, you may already be familiar
with Kavus Torabs and his wickedly inventive masteny of
the six-strirg, but Knifeworld ane a very different
peopasition fram anything the large-hared one has
achieved in the past. Formed to perform the gloriousty
idiasyneratic and ambitious album - Buried Alone: Tales
Of.. - that Torabi has recorded almost entirély on his
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Steve Hackett, while The Residents conduct haughtily | devotional crewds, and i he and Knifeworld canmaintain
from a hovering gitterball platform. it bosders on the | this bevel of edectrifying comvction, they may well be able
overwhedming and is manifestly, joyously Brilliant. | tocarveout a similarly bsting legacy. Could Knifeworid

Free to take centrestage, Torabi makes for acompelling | beyour new favourite band? Don't bet against it
focal point. Mot the most overtly brash of frontmen, he i Domlowson
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IRR. APP. (EXT)

KREISELWELLE
(THE HELEN SCARSDALE AGENCY)
e | Following on

~ «| from Ozeanische
| Gefuhle and Cos-
mic Superimposi-
tion, this is the
final instalment
in Californian
sound-artist Matt Waldron’s trilogy
of albums inspired by the life and
work of maverick psychologist and
theoretician Wilhelm Reich - best
known for postulating the existence
of the universal, cosmic energy, or-
gone. In many ways, this continuous,
45-minute piece feels like a journey
deep inside Reich’s brain: a linear,
forward-moving collage of highly
tactile, almost bodily sounds that
slide seamlessly in and out of focus,
rarely repeating themselves or linger-
ing for more than a few minutes at a
time. Amazingly, it's all constructed
from field recordings accumulated
over a couple of years, all generated
by spiral-shaped sources such as
springs, a spinning lampshade and
waves churning over pebbles on a
beach. It would be nice to think that
listening to this might boost one’s
orgone levels, but at the very least it's
a highly diverting piece of ambient
tape-noise.

DANIEL SPICER

KILLSWITCH ENGAGE

KILLSWITCH ENGAGE
(ROADRUNNER)

| The fifth (and
second self-

i titled) album
from metalcore
heroes KsE hardly
departs from the
tried and tested
formula of its predecessors - the
interplay between vicious outbursts
and singalong melodies is still
present and very much correct - but
where 2006's As Daylight Dies was for
the most part a note-for-note, riff-for-
riff facsimile of their breakthrough
album The End Of Heartache, this
looks towards the classic metal of old
for inspiration. After all, the last time
around the band advertised their lis-
tening habits via a cover of Dio’s ‘Holy
Diver, and it's right here that this lat-
est album’s heart and soul lie - classic,
twin-guitar bravado metal. While this
has softened their blow somewhat,
it's frontman Howard Jones who
carries the record once again, his
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charisma and incredible set of pipes
always the main reason why KsE rose
far above the immediate contem-
poraries like Trivium et al. As far as
modern ‘real’ metal is concerned, KsE
are still a tough act to beat.

BOBBY BONE

KNIFEWORLD

BURIED ALONE: TALES OF

CRUSHING DEFEAT
(BELIEVERS ROAST)

Being the soli-
tary-plus-friends
endeavour of
one Kavus Torabi,
idiosyncratic
string-slinger of
lofty repute for
Cardiacs/Guapo, perhaps unsurpris-
ingly these 11 nuggets of eccentric
power-pop, laced with exotic ele-
ments, bear a certain resemblance to
Torabi's former band, greatly missed
math-pronksters The Monsoon
Bassoon. Somewhere between hard-
edged absurdist prog and shimmer-
ing psychedelic indie, Buried Alone
is equal parts jumbo choruses, gos-
samer harmonies, tungsten riffs and
psychotic timings. Although some-
times played fairly straight, at their
best (‘Pissed Up On Brake Fluid; ‘The
Money Shot;, ‘The Wretched Fath-
oms’) these songs rub unabashedly
pretty, richly layered pop up against

impossibly intricate structural mad-
ness in an awkward but explosive
fashion. Far from the self-indulgent
sprawl you might expect from a man
whose other bands are so admirably
irrepressible, this is a sharp, direct
and highly welcoming album. With
lots of mental twiddly bits.

MATT EVANS

SHADOWS OF THE SHAPELESS
(TRUST NO ONE)

First Kong, now
Kongh. In what

is most certainly
not a coordinated
release with the
similarly named
but very differ-
ent UK trio (see review elsewhere

in this issue), this Swedish, erm, trio
definitely live up to their name and
deliver something very, very heavy
indeed. Like their last album, there

is nothing necessarily new here, but
damn it if these guys don't pull it off
with some aplomb. The doom/sludge
genre, already buckling under its
own, severely overpopulated, weight
could do with shedding some bands.
On the strength of Shadows Of The
Shapeless, however, Kongh are most
definitely welcome here.

Kongh

BOBBY BONE

OCD GO GO GO GIRLS
(WICHITA)

The first LP
proper (or at
least one that’s
longer than 13
minutes) for the
UK punks, and
it's business as
usual. There was always something
down and dirty about their severely
stripped-down sound, and while this
is very much a case of more of the
same, very few people will complain.
Sharing the fuzzy dissonance with
the likes of Times New Viking and No
Age, this is skewed punk pop that will
delight and annoy in equal measure
- but that’s probably exactly what
Lovvers want anyway.

BOBBY BONE

MUM
SING ALONG TO SONGS YOU DON'T
KNOW
(MORR MUSIC)

g ol Often mislabelled
as avant-garde
and ‘a bit like
% Aphex Twin; mum,
on their latest
set at least, write

- brilliant broken

pop songs. True, they create ethereal,
elegiac pop that is at once distant
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Jordan Rudess
Motes On A Diream oes
MNobady can doubt that Jordan
Rudess is an adept keyboard
plaryer. His work with Drean
Theater is mostly of the highest
calibee. But listening all the way
through this solo album i a chone

Rudess has chosen to play nine
Drearn Theater ballads on piang,
unactompansed, To these, he's
added theee of his own
compostions and hs dallina
stylé that combines classical and
jarz motifs is to be admined.

Fraeser what Rudéss Lacks 1
the impact and vision of Kedth
Jaevett 2nd the melodrama of Rck
Wiaseman, Tochnecally s pfted i
eithér, the DT manis it 190
introspective. At times, you fed
bt o ne idrudhing On 3 private
sis5i0n, with the player indulging
hits own musical fartases.

I the right frame of mind,
Yearsor The Answer Lies Withn
could be diverting, and tracks such
as Ferpetuum Mobde should
really come alive with proper
orchestration. But thes 5 masily an
exarmple of how virtuosity can
oocasionally be tedious. Notes On
A Drearmnesr reaches out bo the
Estener. H amything, 15 dhenating.

Rogt now, you can only et
copies through Rudess’s own
webtile waww jordannudess.com,

Maiaalr Dome

Knifeworld
Buried Alone: Tales Of
Crushing Defeat s epeg i
A guack Lean
over Knifeworld
protagonat
Eavus Torabi's
mmusical C =
Cardiacs, Monsoen Bassoon,
Guapo, Cheorme Hool, etc -
should give you some indication
a5 towhat 1o expect from
Enifeword's debut. Delighthully
harge=beased and scattened across
the musical palette, Knifiewrid
don't ahways make for an easy
fsten, but there's no denying they
have the knack of drawing in the
istener with thesr explogions of
intricate meloches, baisting,
sometirmes angular timé changes
and blatand sense of adhventunt.
This much i evident the mnute
opbntr Sngled Out For Bottery locis
ir, and echoes of Hawkwind, King
Crimson and even ELO battle for
reCtgrition, However 24 th s of
the excedent The Wheiched Fothorms
and Corpses Feuding Undérground
b, Kritewordd's sprd of
bo samp Rsel on the music

A delightful voca performance
frorm ex-Sachi Bow Said maermiber
Maelanie Woods on the folk-
inflacted Severed Of Horsehoof
ity et whilct the srgle
the charmingly titled Pissed Up
On Break Fluid, comes across
UrprSINgly Mmansinedm.

Given the "marmite” effect of
sormiz of the bands Torabs 5
iriivad with = not least the love
‘em or hate ‘em viéw of the
Cardhacs, 1S Ml 10 announde
o neadn’t approach Knifewosid
with such caution. It's challenging.
bt whaily worthwhde.

Jorry Ewing

MNjord so v

Get past the conundrum of why
leaves wolld hive eyes amnway
and you're met with another
rrrystery, the new album from
Gorman/TNorwepan metaliers
Leawves” Eves. First up, whny we
need ancther fermale-fronted
symphanic gothe: metal band i
anyone's guess. But then saying
that, there is 2 mariket. Sadly
hiwever Leaves’ Eyes haven't
exactly catered for it

Frontworman Liv Kristine
Espenaes Krull, while bicnde,
Bronten and stunninghy beautiful
dioet ok DO the same vocs
flair 35 some of her peers.
Thankdully bor Liv, her Lack of
VOCH prowaiss, B oversnadowed
by co-vocalist (and husband)
Alpnander Krdl who sounds Ee
the Cookie Maonster grappling
with a bon. His contributons ane
baoth hilarious and grating, and
while they serve to highlight Ln/s
delicate harmonies, thisy're
50 overused.

Njord does have its saving
graces. The cover of Scarborough
Fair & surprisingly uplfting and
the infusion of traditional folk
mutic suggests 3 band gemuindly
attached to this genre. But the
cnematic sinng arrangoments
and bombastic choral injections
in racks such &5 Northbound and
Fagrarok are st another
laughabis feature of an album
that sounds le 3 pastiche of
progressive symphonic metal as
oppoted 25 2 frontrunner.

Hodly Yrght

Litmus

ﬁl.l.n‘,lra Bk andy T

Often derided
a5 baing no
more than a
Hawiownd
CODy BER,
Litrmaes havve Eaken their time bo

| find a niche. But with this, their
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W how speclal they were,
e 1 really Just mde
el weother Cardiaes
0o b Beanitifully,
Vol they were, There's
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Lo with seant regard
0yt b Fally foseified,
ey HOsminute epics of
o b e laver ol
I'*','lli'l' attnosphertc touches
St ol depth and

VY ote of every Cardiacs
dealsyimphony, and each
il utost care for the

e of the tightest bands on |

¢ patriarch and conductor.
1k ol," says Kavus Torabi,
v one, I wouldn't say it

Ith and he comes pretty
s, and so unique. He taps
| Lynch way, like ‘Where
ows how he does it. He
amazingly. That's why it

i as well. He's incredible.”
iyone else that [ know,”
ire an orchestral part, but

everything about the way
‘ach one of them is pretty

To Go Off And Things: Live i.l,
Woking, around the time of Big
and an appearance on The Tube:

Impressive butas a whole, it just makes him a much more colourful guy than
just a really talented musician. There's a song on the new Wildhearts album
named after him. It was going to be called The Greatest Man Who Ever Walked The
Earth, but it's about Tim so I thought ‘Fuck it, let’s call it Tim Smith!™

Ithough the Cardiacs line-up has changed numerous times over the years,

Smith and his various henchmen have always maintained their uniqueness,

protecting both the band's carefully constructed collective persona and the
quietly exhilarating magic that surrounds their music. Despite occasional
£ 2. dalliances with the mainstream —the band supported Blur at Mile End

Stadium at the height of their Britpop supremacy and were round] v booed —
Cardiacs have stayed beneath the radar of the average music punter, remaining
proudly independent and, in a slightly chaotic and shambolic way, entirely self-
sufficient, releasing records when in a financial position to do so and touring
sporadically but frequently enough to keep their steadily expanding and h
surprisingly huge fan base happy. In truth, it seems to be the near-psychotic
fondness and commitment of Cardiacs fans that have sustained the band th rough
three decades of sclfiimposed obscurity. Once you get lured into the world of
Cardiacs and their music tightens its grip on your head, heart and toes, you will
never leave. And, like the vast majority of the band’s many acolytes, }rmj will spend
the rest of your life vainly searching for another band that can compete.

“They do invite you into this odd world and it’s a very special thing,” says
Ginger. “It’s definitely not for everyone but it reminds me of when I first went to
see the Ramones, and part of their charm was that the people went to sec the
Ramones really got it. I'd like to think that The Wildhearts have got a little bit of
that about them as well, the social value of being part of it. It wasn't just the band
throwing some shapes and charging you for a T-shirt. It is a world that if you
really belong there, you'll find a lot of kindred spirits in there, We always wanted
to be like the Cardiacs.” J

b e e ey R T e

“It's an incredible thing to be part of that,” says Kavus Torabi. “On the
lust tour we played at the Astoria in London and there were about 2,000
people there. I was the first one on the stage and the first thing L hearis this
massive roar from the crowd. Unlike some bands that you go and see, the
thing about Cardiacs is that you know that everyone there considers them to
be their favourite band and everyone there lives for it. Everyone knows
everything about the band and it’s a big love-in. Fecling that response,
it's overwhelming.” |

The Cardiacs back catalogue is a treasure trove of glittering delights, from
the tentative quirkiness of their earliest recordings, to the potent exuberance of
their first official releases like 1986's Big Ship mini-album and 1988's debut
album proper A Little Man And A House And The Whole World Window through
to the fulsome sonic enormity of their most recent works, the gargantuan
double album Sing To God (1995) and its opulent follow-up Guns (1999). Tim
Smith has also been involved in numerous side-projects along the way,
including the fabulous Spratleys Japs, whose sole album Pony (1998) is well
worth tracking down and the Sea Nymphs (a collaboration with Sarah Smith
and William D Drake), while various Cardiacs alumni have also gone on to
make great music of their own, including former guitarist Jon Poole’s band
The God Damn Whores, Kavus Torabi’s new band Knifeworld and William D
Drake’s various solo releases. Cardiacs’ world is one worth exploring at length
and at your leisure.

T

£%¢ adly, Tim Smith is currently recovering from a major health problem which
\ | stopped him in his tracks in 2008 and put all future Cardiacs activity on l}{}ld

L for the immediate future, but he is expected to make a full recovery and fans,
L U friends and followers alike are hopeful that the first album of new Cardiacs
% material in over a decade will eventu lly see the light of day and the world
will be filled with this remarkable band’s sublime musical magic once again.

“Cardiacs' music is a total celebration,” savs Shane Embury. “I love the way
that Cardiacs embrace life. It's about loving life and Hyving it to its extremes,
whatever they might be. It's slightly hippic-ish, in a way, but also it has this
massive punk energy in what they do and you can't explain it It's total brilliance.
They are undoubtedly the greatest band there’s ever been,”

Ifyou've nigver had the pleasure of experiencing Cardiacs, a comprehensive selection of
YouTitbe clips can be found online at ckuik.com/Cardiacs. Dom Lawson would like to thank
Sean and Marina at The Organ. Please visit them at www.organart,con, This article is
dedicated to Tim Srith. We love you Tim. Get well soon,
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Visit the Cardiaes Museum at cardiacs.org and official site at cardiacs.com.
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Knifsworid - Buriad Alons: Takss OF Crushing Defeat

Wednmadnry, Buguatt Wi, 200

B L 0o MOt e want 50 begin %0 Count the mmiber
of aiourms: Tt | e Rssened 20 over The pears
Some are & mesns 10 pass Tme, some ane hene
%0 Zalo= M= on Jourmeys: of emotional nelled and
satisiaction and ofeer are io fzach & musicsl
iamm o Kinleworids g sl Burked Alons:

| e S Tl

Tabes OF Crushing Defeat | Jo. im
= WEROL & hou? an
ATATATiE COMDOTATS dremm | inseniavead Kavus Toraibl (0nieorid ST 8 faw monTts ag0
i e S Aoanyiay R A TS R IIONS DASSIONATE M00UT SIS and T vy | S anout
e I TN i COMDonAn TS AGoUe W The hain of spacial guasts Tt inciuse Ban Jaoobs
(Max Tundrs), Medsnls YWoods (Candisos), Kaiharine Elsis (Madisevl Esebas), Earsh Massurss
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This: sl IS 50 uherly grand That esch Sme you Hisen 5o 1 anoer realm of senenly emeges
“Einghed Dut For Eafisry’, The Wredohed Fadhoms™. Fissed Up On Ersai Fluld” snd 4o Mors
Cying” Fiawe Decome Ty Stand ol Tads on The album. The reamon Tt | adgone TS alioum S0
much s The sheer magnificent change. The changes Datvwesn keys, 2mpos and shyles i
ahogeter asscunding but | works S0 well That | takes me Dack %0 The great psjpchedelic Dends of
ot Wino ave kester The hesl of Tme

o Mors Dying’ s an smarng Composiion on s Ak, The opaning homs faee an almos:
Agice in Wonderiand jeel sbcer B A quincness, ped feariul darkness cresgs in s ot ke
Shagows during daylight. This work of ar has The aiolily 50 compine an almos: film SouncTack

4 & well-oated song of rock fealiad proporions. By e end, Tis song IS encmously nasty and
plorices.
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pessages | haes Reand in some tme. Kavus Torabl fes ewolyed Mo one of The grest oomposers:
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known as guitarist in pronk band Cardiacs, having
previously fronted The Monsoon Bassoon. An ambitious
album this is too with great depth in instrumental viftuosity
and, whilst it bears a progressive tag, it has synthesis with
folk, pop and metal along the way.

The prime musical drive comes from spiralling guitars
being pinballed around by some throaty organ pealing, all
of which is very reminiscent of seventies prog rock giants
like ¥Yes or “Mursery Cryme” period Genesis. Opening track
in particular inclines towards the latter, with strained vocals
much akin to Peter Gabriel, escalating keyboards and
spasmaodic drum interventions. Elsewhere, the folkier
maments bring reminders of Jethro Tull, to complete the
seventies leanings, but itis the Genesis association that
becomes maore evident throughout the set.

Generally, the arrangements are complex but there are
more commercial numbers like Mo More Dying and current
single Pissed Up On Brake Fluid with more of a traditional
hard rock approach. In both cases, the execution remains
zkilfull and adiculate The only time where we mavbhe enter

More by TC:
The Twang- Barney Rubble

Knifeworld- Buried Alone: Tales of
Crushing Defeat
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August

Speeche Debelle talks Mercury nomination,
new single & video

Forum topics
Sspeech Debelle - Speech Therapy

Dananananaykroyd Release Mew Single In

Syt




v o—atliag aas lemmoaalmeae lassoww amaiettine
P & S RS TS W Er P E I EE TR T

ITTIANEA,
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MAST0DO

Dirty Dozen

The

While Nick Mitchellreclines after a close encounter with My Bloody Valentine, Dave Kerr sits down with prog
metal monoliths Mastodon to devour abox of Tunnock'’s Tea Cakes and sift through July’s singles swag.

Troy Sanders (vocals/bass)

BrannDailor (drums)

BillKelliher (guitar)

Brent Hinds (vocals/guitar)

Darren Sanders (Troy’s brother and guitar tech)

GIRLS

HELLHOLE RATRACE
6JUL

HELLHOLE RATRACE

Troy : This could come in handy at 3am in the morn-
ing, if you're standing by yourself in a bar feeling that
you just need a good cry to make yourself feel better.
Brann: Right when you realise that the woman
you've been courting and trying to sleep with is a
man.

Troy: It’s the perfect soundtrack to that scenario.
Brann: Buy that man a revolver.

Dave: Marks out of ten?

Brann: If were talking about playing this in a situa-
tion where you find out that your girlfriend’s penis is
bigger than yours...

Troy: Then it’s a ten. We just put a sweetly positive
twist on that one.

10/10

KNIFEWORLD
PISSED UP ON
BRAKE FLUID

13JUL

9

Troy: This is the first song you play at your house
party, that'll get it going. Right, Darren?

Darren: Yeah, this'd get me going. I'd take my pants
off to this.

Troy: Knifeworld, you say? I like it.

Brann: I like it too. There’s a little Foo Fighters in
there, but not on purpose...sounds like they’ve been
doing this for a long time.

48 THE SKINNY JuLy 2009

Troy: It’s got alittle Bob Mould in there. A little
Slgar. 10 out of 10 stars.

g ENGLISH
GENTLEMENS
CLUB

PARROT

_ 6JUL

Troy: If you have eleven syllables in your name, you
already have a lot going against you. But I like this. It
sounds like something my little gay brother would
play all the time.

Darren: Once again, correct, I can’t believe you got
that.

Brann: Sounds like the 80s. We've got to rate that,
how many stars?

Troy: I'm going to say five and a half.

Brann: Five.

Troy: Can we just meet in the middle, say five and a
guarter?

25/10

g THE VICTORIAN

THREE TRAPPED
foiss

6JUL

Troy: They're not as good as Journey; nobody’s as
good as Journey. Sounds like you're at a weird party
with a bunch of freaks; everybody’s dressed nicer
than you and they re listening to this.

Brann: And you're way too fucked up. You're like
‘where’s the bathroom?” Of course, there’s also some
dude with over-styled glasses dancing in your face.
Troy: Clap your hands, everybody.

Brann: It sounds like a strobelight.

Troy: It sounds like a disco ball, French-kissing a
snow globe.

Troy: Three Trapped Tigers. I wonder if they’re

smart people...if theyre real nerds. I can see them
going apeshit in their little practice room.

Brann: This should’ve been the soundtrack to Star
Wars.

Troy: Ilike that party now, but it was weird at first.
Brann: I'd certainly stay now. But I'd ask them to
please turn it down a little bit.

Brann: I'm going to give this an eight.

Troy: I too was thinking eight, let’s do eight.
8110

FLASHGUNS
MATCHING
HEARTS / SIMILAR
PARTS

13JUL

Troy: This is picnic music. I want to hold hands with a girl.
Dave: Where would you say Flashguns are from, ata guess?
Brann: The woods.

Troy: Manchester.

Troy: It soundslike a summer afternoon; you make a
sandwich then you go outside and eat it. That's what this
song reminds me of. In that circumstance it’s very good.
Brann: Set the boombox up in the corner, then mow the
lawn so you can'thearit.

Troy: In the context of making a sandwich, it’s a good
sever.

7/110
MR HUDSON
FERAT. KANYE
SN WEST
FEAT. KANYE LUEST SUPERNOVA
20JUL

Dave: What’s your position on KanYe?

Troy: I think he’s awesome (sings “I don’t want no
RoboCop”)

Brann: I really don’t like the ultra effected vocals,
though.

Troy: True, that vocal effect has been heavily abused

this past year.

Brann: Ever since that Cher song, where it was like:
‘Hey, it’s OK that we can’t sing, let’s do this!”

Troy: I don’t really care for this tune, though.
Brann: It’s reminding me of Britney Spears or
something. End it.

Troy: Not as good as RoboCop.

Brann: Zero.

Troy: Meh, I'm going to say 2. Collectivelyit’s a 1.

1 Ii’o going to say Y

DAN BLACK
SYMPHONIES

6JUL

Dave: Some trivia for you: essentially this is a track
salvaged from a session where Dan Black had spliced
elements of the soundtrack to Starman with the
drums to Umbrella and layered lyrics by Notorious
B.I.G. over the top. Black couldn’t get clearance on
the Biggie lyrics though, so he released this instead....
Brann: Why doesn’t he make his own music? Then
he wouldn’t have to worry about it.

20 seconds later...

Brann: I hate it, turn it off.

Dave: Pish?

Troy: Zero.

Brann: Iwant to be funny about it...

Troy: But it just bums you out so bad you can’t

ossibly be funny.
0/10

YEAH YERH
YERHS
HEADS WILL ROLL

6JUL

Dave: Fans of Karen-O?
Brann: Yeah, yeah, yeah... I've always liked her voice.

PHOTOS: SARAHROBERTS
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DEBUT
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NOW!

Kavus Torabi is a very musical body, boasting a career with bands The Monsoon Bassoon, The
Cardiacs and Guapo. His recent role sees him perform as Knifeworld, an artist whose latest single
Pissed Up on Brake Fluid' made Mastodon want to take their pants offt As Knifeworld prepares to
release the new album "Buried Alone: Tales of Crushing Defeat’ on August 13th, Music News reporter
susan Ford caught up with the leading man to talk lyrics, place, and new releases.

WhoWhat is Knifeworld and what's your story?

knifeworld started out as a solo venture | suppose. | rehearsed the material with drummer Khyam
Allami, we recorded the drums and | played most of the rest of it myself. | drafted in some great players
to do the bits | couldnt, like horns and tricky kKeyboards, such as Max Tundra, Katharine Blake, Sarah
Measures and Melanie Woods on singing. It's in the process right now of turning into a seven-piece
live band.

Where does the name "Knifeworld' come from?

From those shops that have names like "Monocle World or World Of Rococo Vases'. What, the world
is full of them? Are you saying the world is made from them? Surely that's too specific a product to
warrant A WHOLE WORLD being made of them. 50 Knifeworld seemed really funny to me. Plus if's
quite a rock sounding name, which | liked. It's not, God forbid, meant as some sort of social
commentary about “shit, its so bad that kids are stabbing each other up, it's some Kinda crazy knife
waorld out there, no?”. If's a name that doesnt fuck about, you know? There's a tendency in, say,
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Jordan Rudess
Notes On A Dream s
Mobody can doubt that Jordan
Rudess is an adept keybeard
plaryee. His work with Desam
Theater is mostly of the highest
calibre. But listening all the way
through this soko album s 3 chore
Rudess has.chosen to play nine
Diveam Thealer ballads on piang,
unactompansed, To these, he's
added three of his own
compositions and his sallina
shvie that combines classical and
jazz miotifs is b be admined.
Fhowever, what Rudss Lacks is
the impact and vision of Kedth
Jarvedt and Uhe milodrama of Rick

A delightiul vecs perdfaimance
from ex-Sacki Bou Saad meermber
Melanie Woods on the folk-

| inflected Severed Of Horsehoof

Wakieman, Technically as gifted s |
| Njord s

sither, the DT man is st oo
ntrospective. A times, you feel
T o v st rusching on B privale
session, with the playes indulging
his own rusical fartases.

Inthe right frame of mind,
Yearsor The Answer Liss Viithin
could be diverting. and traks such
a5 Perpetuum Mobie should
rially corme alive with proper
orchestrabion. But this is mostly an
example of how virtuosity can

oocasionally be tedious. Nofes On |

A Drearm never reaches out o the
kstener. If amything, 'S alenating.

Right now, you can only pet
copies through Rudess’s own
vl v JOrdirruchiEls comm,
Maizgden Do

Knifeworld
Buried Alone: Tales Of
Crushing Defleat an ees s
A guack scan
over Knifeworld
protagonist
Kavus Torabi's
musical CV -
Cardiacs, Monscon Bassoon,
Guapd, Cheorne Hool, #te -
shuld give you some indication
a5 lowhat loexpect from
Krfeworid's debut. Delighthully
hang=brained and scatténed acrds
thi musical palette, Krstewerld
don't ahways make for an easy
esten, but there's no denying they
hare the knack of drawing in the
listenier with hesir explogions of
intricate melodies, twisting,
somietirnes angular time changes
and blatant sense of adwenture.
This much & evidant the minute
opine Singled Ot For Bottery lacks
ir, and echoes of Hawiowind, King
Crirmson and even ELO battle for
reditgrition. Hovwever 5 th Bes of
the excedlers The VWietched Fothorm
and Corpses Fewding Underground
Sollow, Kniteword's spril of
o stamg Rself on the music.

adids terture, whilst the singhe.
the chammingly titled Pssed Up
O Break Fluig], comes dcross
SUTPSINgYY Mangiream.

Given the "masmite” effect of
sorme of the bands Torabi s
irnashved with = not least the love
‘erm o hate ‘ern view of the
Cardiacs, s Aici 10 Mnounce
one neadn't appecach Knifeworld
with such caution. It's challenging,
Enst whoily woethwhde.

Jorry Enineg

Gt past the conundrum of why
leaves would hire eyes anyway
and you're met with another
rrrystery, the new alburm from
German/Nomwegian metallers
Laaves” Eyes. First up, why we
need ancther female-fronted
symphonic pothic metal band is
anyone’s guess. But then saying
that, there ks a market. Sadly
hiwever Leaves’ Eyes haven't
exactly catensd for it

Frontwoman Liv Kristime
Espenaes Krull while blondse,
busom and sturminghy beautiful,
dods Nt pOsIESS the Same voc
flair a5 some of her peers.

by co-wocalist (and husband)
Alearder Krull who sounds ke
thee Cooie Morater grappling
with abon. His contribulons ane
boith hiarous and grating, and
while they serve to heghlight Liv's
delicabe harmonies, theyne

30 overused.

Mjord does have its saving
graces. The cover of Scarborough
Fair s surprisingly uplifting and
the infusion of traditional folk
massic suggests 3 band genuingly
attached to this gerve Butthe
cnbmatic slring drrangements
and bombastic choral injections
in tracks such a5 Northbound and
Fagrarck e it another
laughaiis feature of an album
that sounds Bl 3 pastiche of
progressive symphonic metal a3
opposed 25 2 frontrunnes.

Holly Wiizé

Litmus

AUTOra s syt
Often derided
s being no
more than a
Hawikwind
copy Bt

Litmrs harve taken their time (o

| find a rache. But with this, thewr
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